Dear Howard, 7/20/72 

4iis update is confidence for reasons I hope will bocomo clear. I welcome n±x;;z 
disagreement with th reasoning and would prefer to be wrong* 

Jin was up yeste^y to continue work on the interviews I conducted for the Hay 
habeas corpus* l/hile v were getting set up for the dubbing I asked him wliat was new with 
Cyril* He said Cyri.1 asked for or had asked for a list of things includes the autopsy 
tissue slides ana relavi tilings* Ho has been told they can't be found* -*ob Smith has a 
notion where they were n 1964-5 or 1966©7» doesn't recall which* 

You and I also have j, pretty good idea where they were available* I did not volunteer 
this for two reasons I brieve, without checking the file, that you asked this bo confi- 
dential* I have had a no ton that they liad to be only one place if not in the hands of 
the 3S, of which there isuo record, the other likely source having- certified tliat it 
held nothing, Assuming, C course, they are not anywhere in the ex* branch, which is the 
supposed story* 

?hio could very well be Cyril* o personal idea. It is pretty obvious* Or, one of the 
assorted geniuses could iijre suggested it* However, on the basis of what we know, the best 
we can expect is to produce wliat will give the appearance of validating the mythology* It 
is not a simple matter of locking at the results ofathe tests iaade. Tje begLmdLng point 
in any rational approach hould bo what tests were made? We have no reason to ix^lievc the 
important ones were and enry reason to b elieve they were not, for example, no sample from 
anterior neck margins. Beides, I have learned that bruising can characterise exit and 
entrance, so unless there Is also scorching there is no definitive result in posterior 
sample. If it confirms Hu^s, what liave we gained? We also know there was no testing of 
left brain hemisphere* Whit good will it do to find there was some of the right, even if 
it disagrees with what hat been said about tliat? And so forth* So, I'm remaining detached 
from what superficially ma^ht.seem like a worthwhile project, remaining convinced the 
danger of counter-producti’ity outweights the possible productiveness in new knowledge* 

Home-times my impatienie shows iuiu is resented, bet me illustrate a continuing 
example oi the kind of tiling that provokes it* Before I left on my exc ptionally successful 
hay trip, wliicli began with tlio understanding tliat the literary property it produced would 
be mine and whatever was nieded for legal pruposes would be freely available (and I do 
not expect loterary value >ut want to preclude possibility of crazy misuse) I told ^im to 
be ready to make dubs promptly on my return, not only so he could do the necessary work, 
not only so I coula add conmont while all \ras fresh in my mind, but so I could bo free of 
this and do other things witJiout having to try and hold too many tilings in mind* I told 
liintho model and make of my recorder and told him to get a patchcord tliat would permit 
direct dubbing from it to whatever machine he* a use or to my old VOii of he wanted to use 
tliat* Naturally, he didn't. They he delayed two months coming up. He brought his or Bud's 
old Bony, which hasn't always worked, without the electric cord, for a full day's dubbing, 
and no extra batteries* Naturally, not knowing when his batteries would poop out, I urged 
using my VOii, which would at least liave a constant spe„d with the electric supply. Vie didit. 

1 told him il ho couleln t find the right cord (he'd brought a m-ong one) to take liis 
machine to his do ler afid get it. So, hecame yesterday with a brand new cord-the wronf one. 
veiy wrong-four-hole instead of two!. And we used the old VOk which on one side of one 
cassette failed to record again, wasting dose to an hour* Abd, of course, .;e couldn't 
3XU3» content while dubbing, aB we could liave with patchcord dubbing. One of the consequences 
oi del ying this part is tliat much was out of mind until I listened to the tapes for the 
first time and now we liave to sot about getting things we could h to had two months ago. 

And in is a great guy. Don't misunderstand. But how can one work with any effecioncy ;/ith 
others when tli 03 G who liave resources can't do the simplest tilings? 

J ^ laVGn ■fc filled you in on The Watergate Caper on the assumption you wont to spend all 
our free time on your book and have done no work on the aspects it touches* I don't now 
say may touch because of a person reason involving Hunt and the probable intrusion by the 
CIA through liim with a deal I had sot in 5/65. Hest, 
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